If - Introduction

1. Read Romans Chapter 8 together as a group.
Take a closer look at these 4 passages.

Romans 8:1 - So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:28 - And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.

Romans 8:31 - What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?

Romans 8:38-39 - And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

What common theme do you see in these passages?


2. Do you ever doubt God’s intentions to do good things in your life? If so, has this led to fear? Explain. 


3. When you think about the future, do you feel hope, dread, or something in between?


4. Mark said that when we have an understanding that God is on our side, all of life is turned into a beautiful “what if.” He gave several questions to help you begin thinking about the big “if” dream you have. When you read these questions, what dream comes to mind?

What gets you up in the morning?
What keeps you up at night?
What breaks your heart?
What makes your heart skip a beat?
What puts a smile on your face?
What makes you shed a tear?


5. What big “if” dreams do you have for yourself? Your family? Your church? Your community? Your world?


5. Mark mentioned that there are 1,784 “if”’s in the Bible, most of which are used to state a condition to a promise. Why do you think many of God’s promises are conditional? What is the purpose of the conditions he sets?


6. When have you seen God fulfill a promise in your life that involved fulfilling a condition on your part?


7. What are you most looking forward to in the next several weeks of this study?







