When Helping Hurts - Reconsidering the Meaning of Poverty

1. Do you agree with Brian Fikkert’s statement that caring for the poor is “in the job description” of a Christian? Why or why not?

2. Before watching the video, what was your definition of poverty? After watching, has your definition changed? If so, how?

3. Brian spoke about 4 types of relationships in which poverty can be experienced. 

What do you think poverty looks like in each area:
	- Relationship with God:
	- Relationship with Self:
	- Relationship with Others:
	- Relationship with Creation:

4. Read Mark 2:1-12 - Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man

In this passage, how did Jesus address more than just the physical needs of the paralyzed man?

5. In Luke 9:58, we read Jesus words, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head.”

Would you use the word “poor” to describe Jesus? Why or why not?

6. Describe a time when you addressed only the physical needs of a person whom you considered to be “poor,” but neglected their spiritual, social, and emotional needs.

7. Based on the definition of poverty given in the video, would you say that you are experiencing poverty in any area of your life?

8. Have you ever considered what your contribution to alleviating poverty in our community could be? If so, share your thoughts.




