Session 1—Where Are You God?

Icebreaker - Play a round of the “Would You Rather” card game
Go over the attached Group Covenant together

Play the Video—Session 1

1. Inthe video, Chris told the story of when Daniel was kidnapped and exiled to Babylon. He explained
that Daniel asked tough questions of God. Read Daniel’'s conversation with God below:

What emotions do you sense that Daniel is feeling when he prays these words? What do you
think he wanted most from God?

Daniel 9:19 (MSG) “Master, listen to us!
Master, forgive us!
Master, look at us and do something!
Master, don’t put us off!
Your city and your people are named after you:
You have a stake in us!’

2. Do you think it's ok to question God? Is it possible to question God, yet still have faith in him? Explain.
3. Why do you think God doesn’t always choose to answer our “why” questions?

4. The passage below is a song written by King David, whom God called “a man after my own heart.”
How do you see him both questioning God and having faith in him at the same time?

Psalms 13:1-6

1 O LorD, how long will you forget me? Forever?
How long will you look the other way?

2 How long must | struggle with anguish in my soul,
with sorrow in my heart every day?
How long will my enemy have the upper hand?

3 Turn and answer me, O LORD my God!
Restore the sparkle to my eyes, or | will die.

4 Don't let my enemies gloat, saying, “We have defeated him
Don't let them rejoice at my downfall.

5 But | trust in your unfailing love.
| will rejoice because you have rescued me.

6 | will sing to the LORD

I"

5. Was there anything that stood out to you from Jared’s story in the video? Could you relate to him in any
way?

6. Can you think of a time when you asked God “Why?” but weren’t satisfied with the answer? How did
you respond?



7. In Daniel Chapter 9, we read that God did not rescue Daniel from exile in Babylon, but assured him that
he was with him in his suffering.

Have you experienced a time when God did not take you out of a difficult situation, but you felt His
presence with you in the midst of it? Explain.

8. Are you going through a difficult season right now that has led you to ask “Where are you, God?” How
can this group support you?

9. Do you know someone who has been asking “Where are you, God?” How can you support them?

Take a few minutes to pray as a group for the questions you might be wrestling with. You can use the prayer
below as a guide.

“God, | don’t understand why . Help me to
trust you even though it doesn’t make sense. Remind me that there is more to the story that | can’t see yet,
and that you have been with me through it all. Thank you for your love that never changes. Amen.”




